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Pulled from 
the Gutter
by Jeff

FALL ISSUE 2017

For me, walking into the Reno-Sparks Gospel 
Mission meant I’d finally hit rock bottom.

I came here in a pitiful state. We talk about “fruits of  
the spirit” here — things like hope, joy, gentleness, and  
self-control. Well, I had none of that. What did I have? 
Plenty of pent-up anger at people I thought had done me 
wrong. I’d racked up those DUIs, lost my family because 
of my addiction, and been through too many failed 
detoxes to count. Here’s the craziest part: Before all  
of that, I was 19 years sober!

As recently as 2012, I had a successful life. I was a 
good husband and a responsible father. I thought I had 
everything figured out, and I got cocky. I stopped doing 
the little things to keep my addiction in check. I stopped 
going to church, and I stopped praying every day.

Then I had knee-replacement surgery and took some 
painkillers. I relapsed hard. I broke my family’s trust,  
got another DUI, and went to prison. When I got out,  
I felt angry. I pointed the finger at everyone but myself.  
I drank to numb the pain and ended up face down in  
a gutter.

I doubt I’d even be able to recognize the woman who 
picked me up and saved me from that place. But I’ll never 
forget her selflessness. She took me to urgent care, and 
from there I came here, to the Mission. I’m convinced  
she was doing the Lord’s work that day.

Like I said, coming here was rock bottom. I knew it was 
time to surrender myself to Jesus Christ. I firmly believe 
He brought me here. It just took an awfully long time to 
get to this point because I was fighting it.

Now I’m six months sober, working every day, and 
beginning to make amends with my family. In time, 
I hope to earn their trust again. That would never be 
possible without the Mission. This program works real, 
genuine miracles. I’m living proof.

Stories of Second Chances
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“ This program works real, 
genuine miracles. I’m living 
proof.” 

You helped Jeff 
find his way from 
the curb to salvation!
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Washer and Dryer 
Donation

How You Transform Lives, Every Day

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Rick Redding
Because You CARE . . . 

Dear Friend of the Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission,

If you’ve read our cover story in this month’s edition of The Mission, 
you’ve seen a powerful example of God’s love at work. You’ve also seen 
the real-life miracle that’s only possible because you CARE.

Here at the Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission, CARE stands for Christian 
Addiction Recovery and Education, a free, 13-month residential 
program that addresses a person’s spiritual, psychological, educational, 
physical, and emotional needs. Thanks to your ongoing support, those 
needs are satisfied with spiritual counseling, shelter, food, clothing, 
personal hygiene products, and more.

As you might expect, this radical type of life change doesn’t happen 
overnight. And it doesn’t work for every single person who comes 
through our doors. But when it does work  — for people like Jeff, 
Requel, and so many others — I can’t help but feel a sense of awe.  
That’s God’s will made manifest through your compassion and 
generosity. That’s true freedom and renewal.

Thank you for showing you CARE about the homeless, hurting men, 
women, and children in Reno and Sparks this fall. I wish you a safe 
Thanksgiving season, filled with joy.

Your servant,

Rick Redding

“ When they come out the other side, reborn in 
His love, their lives are changed forever.”

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:  
The old has gone, the new is here!” (2 Corinthians 5:17)  

For the broken, beaten-down men, women, and children who walk 
through our doors, transformation often feels like a dream beyond 
reach. At first, your gifts help nourish their bodies and put a roof over 
their weary heads. Once those earthly needs are satisfied, the real 
miracles begin.

Through your support, these hurting souls begin to realize that they’re 
special and deserving in God’s eyes. Many of them accept Jesus into 
their hearts and begin a life of hope and renewal. They arrive broken 
and leave restored . . . new creations with a purpose in life!

The Mission was one of RC Willey’s 
85th Anniversary winners, receiving 
$1,000 to buy a new washer and dryer 
for the women’s recovery program. 

About 40 women a night stay in our 
safe house as we help them overcome 
alcohol and drug abuse, domestic 
violence and brutal life on the streets.

Tammy Treadwell, our women’s 
services coordinator, was selected 
individually for the prize, but decided 
to bless the women instead. 

“We love these women,” Tammy said. 
“One way we show that love is to give 
them clean clothes every day. You 
should see their smiles.”

If you’d like more information about 
our women’s program, please call 
Tammy at 775-323-0386, ext. 12 or 
visit us at www.rsgm.org.
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Somewhere in the back of her mind, 
Requel knew there was a way out.  
She’d heard about the Reno-Sparks 
Gospel Mission.

“I have always had God there,” Requel 
said. “He kept telling me that He had 
somewhere for me if I would just listen 
and surrender to Him.”

At last, Requel surrendered. She came to 
the Mission and enrolled in our program. 
She’s devoted herself to her Bible studies, 
found peace in her work, and began 
learning to trust again. Slowly but surely, 
she’s healing.

Requel says it’s all because of you.  
She asked to share this special message:

“You have no idea what your giving 
means. Women like me who have gotten 
lost, we are found now. And it is great to 
have your support. You’ve made my life 
beautiful now.”

Requel can pinpoint the moment when 
her life spun off the rails. It happened 
in December 2014, when she worked as a 
caregiver for an elderly Alzheimer’s patient. 
She’d been caring for the man, a retired 
police lieutenant, for eight years when  
he died. 

“When I first started caring for him,  
he was in the earliest stages of the disease,” 
Requel said. “He died in the final stage. 
Seeing him end up that way broke  
my heart.”

More than that, her patient’s death 
sent Requel reaching for something — 
anything — to dull the emotional pain. 

Because Requel had dealt with alcoholism 
all her life, she turned to the bottle. When 
that wasn’t enough, she added meth to  
the mix.

“I kept the truth hidden from my family,” 
Requel said. “They knew I had a drinking 
problem, but the meth was my secret 
shame. It got worse and worse.”

Lost in her addiction, Requel began a 
relationship with a violent, angry man: 
“He was verbally, physically, and mentally 
abusive. Anything a man could do to a 
woman, he did it to me and then some.”
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How You Transform Lives, Every Day
This Thanksgiving season, please do all you can to help  
our homeless neighbors in need. Thank you, in advance,  
for your continued generosity!

To give today, please use the enclosed reply slip,  
or make your donation online at www.rsgm.org. 
You may also call us at 775-323-0386.  
Thank you for being a friend to men, women, 
and children who need your help.

“ Through your 
support, these 
hurting souls  
begin to realize  
that they’re special 
and deserving in 
God’s eyes.”

VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES

Put your smile here! We serve 
about 450,000 meals every year, 
and every day we help hundreds 
of men, women and children —  
but we can’t do it without you.

You or your organization can 
provide real help for thousands  
of the poor and hurting during 
the upcoming holidays. Check  
out the opportunities:

Volunteers

STREET TREATS
A fun Halloween-themed event  
for homeless children 
Event: 2-4 p.m., Oct. 29

THANKSGIVING
Set up: Noon, Nov. 22 
Dinner: 4 p.m., Nov. 23

RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS 
Event: 1-3 p.m., Dec. 14

CHRISTMAS
Set up: Noon, Dec. 24 
Dinner: 4 p.m., Dec. 25

To volunteer, call Mariah  
775-323-0386, Ext. 16.

To donate, call Marie at  
775-323-7999.

For more information and 
updates, please visit us at 
facebook.com/renomission  
or www.rsgm.org.

“ God was always there. I just 
had to surrender to Him.” 

FINALLY READY TO SURRENDER
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Please mail this completed form and return it with your generous donation. Your gift is  
tax-deductible as allowed by law. You may also give online at www.rsgm.org. You will receive a receipt.
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MY FALL GIFT
YES, Rick, please use my gift to help bring new life to struggling 
neighbors during the fall season. Here is my donation of:

 $20.50 to provide 10 meals and other assistance
 $30.75 to provide 15 meals and other assistance
 $61.50 to provide 30 meals and other assistance
 $______ to provide as many meals and care as possible
 Please bill my credit card: (please print)      VISA   MC

Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission, Inc.
P.O. Box 5956
Reno, NV 89513-5956

His skilled 
hands repair 
hundreds of 
washers, dryers 
and more.

Drunk, depressed and living in his car in a  
Walmart parking lot, Ed Stofer needed a miracle.

For two weeks, the cycle of near death continued —  
until a Good Samaritan intervened and called 911.

And the miracle arrived.

“God brought me here. Absolutely,” Ed said of his arrival 
four years ago to the Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission.  
“That was a miracle that changed my life forever.”

After graduating from the Mission’s recovery program 
in 2014, Ed was hired to oversee the appliance repair 
department.

His skilled hands repair hundreds of washers, dryers, 
refrigerators and freezers every year — appliances that are 
then sold to help fund the Mission’s recovery program and 
other services to help those who are hurting, homeless, 
and struggling with addiction. Just like Ed used to be.

He now trains others in repairing machines — and helps 
them find hope and purpose as they progress through 
recovery. Many attend HVAC school and become 
certified technicians. And that makes Ed smile. A lot.

“There is no greater satisfaction than training one of our 
clients to work on these machines, and the pride in their 
eyes when they actually get them running,” he says.  
“I now have purpose.”

If you or someone you know needs help, call us at  
775-329-0485 (24 hours). For more information on  
the Mission, visit us at www.rsgm.org.

“ God brought me here. 
Absolutely,”
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